
5:16  

9:19 

5:34  

6:10   

Vol 5 Issue 7 

Every Person Counts 

Rabbi Avi Hochman 

  

 פרשת וירא
Vayeira 

 י"ד חשון תשע"ה
November 8, 2014 

 

Rabbi Avi Hochman 1,4 

Baila Eisen (‘15) 2 

Bailey Frohlich (‘16) 2-3 

Eli Litwin (‘18) 3-4 

Koby Harary (‘16) 3 

In this week’s parsha,  אברהם desperately tries saving the city of סדום   and its four surrounding cities by 

―bargaining‖ with Hashem. He begins by asking Hashem to spare the city from destruction if he can find 50  
אברהם  in the cities (10 per city). Hashem agrees. Ifצדיקים can find 10 righteous people in any one of the five 

cities, that city will be spared from destruction. 
 

It is interesting to note that the תורה chooses different words when relaying Hashem’s response to אברהם’s 

request. After the number 50 doesn’t work,  אברהם suggests to Hashem that maybe there are 45 צדיקים 

between the 5 cities (9 per city and 1 including Hashem--see Rashi 18:28). Hashem again agrees. If He finds 

 destroy, the cities, the implication being that He will not destroy them, but , אחשית then He will not צדיקים 45

He will cause something else to happen to them. However, when אברהם requests from Hashem to spare the 

people if he finds merely 40 or 30 צדיקים , Hashem agrees and says that if He finds 40 or 30, he will  not 

 !do anything, to the cities , אעשה

 

Why does the  תורה use the word אשחית with the number 45, but with 40 and 30 the  תורה says אעשה ?   
 

This past Tuesday was Election Day. Election Day seems to always prompt a 

discussion of voter turnout. Many officials spend millions of dollars and al-

most as many hours encouraging people to come out and vote. Why is it so 

hard to get people to come out and vote? 

Sponsored in memory of Lana (Leah) D. Goldberg  
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The Power of Laughter 

Bailey Frohlich (‘16) 

Tikkun Olam 

Baila Eisen (‘15) 

Monthly Writer 

In this week’s parsha, Hashem tells Avraham that ―all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you‖ (12:3). This 

is an extraordinary prediction. The Torah seems to say that not only will Avraham’s descendants be blessed due to 

Avraham’s deeds, but also everyone in the entire world will be blessed on his behalf. Yet, there is one problem: alt-

hough having everyone receive brachot in Avraham’s merit certainly reflects well on him, what did the world ever do 

to deserve such a gift?  

 

Rashi deflects the issue completely by saying that this pasuk is only an expression. When people bless their chil-

dren, they will bless them to be ―like Avraham‖ – so, technically, Avraham’s blessing becomes a worldwide phenom-

enon, shared by Jews and non-Jews alike. However, this does not ring true. After all, not every single person in the 

world blesses his/her children to be like Avraham. The expression is not universal; it is only common amongst the 

Jews. 

 

The Ohr Hachaim offers a different solution. He takes the words of the text more literally by saying that the people 

of the world will be blessed through Avraham. Earlier in the pasuk, it is written that those who bless Avraham will be 

blessed and those who curse him will be cursed. The Ohr Hachaim suggests that those in the middle, who neither 

bless nor curse Avraham and his descendants, will still receive a blessing in Avraham’s merit. 

 

A major concept in Judaism is tikkun olam, the idea of bringing goodness to the entire world. Both Rashi and the 

Ohr Hachaim suggest that with this blessing, Hashem establishes a connection between Judaism and the rest of 

the world, starting in our parsha with Avraham, the very first monotheist. Our entire religion is founded on the prem-

ise that opportunities should be given to both Jews and non-Jews alike. As far as religions go, Judaism is set apart 

by this idea that even ―non-believers‖ are capable of reaching their full potential. We believe that both Jews and 

non-Jews are meant to inhabit the world side by side – each receiving blessings from the Ultimate Creator, Hashem. 

In this week’s parsha, Sarah learns from the three malachim that she will soon bear a son at the age of ninety. Sa-

rah responds with laughter, saying, ―After I have withered shall I again have delicate skin?‖ (18:12). Although this 

response seems quite skeptical, one cannot help but be reminded of a similar response just a few pesukim before— 

Avraham’s! Yes, Avraham too laughs upon hearing the news from Hashem about Yitzchak at the end of last week’s 

parsha. Furthermore, Avraham also asks a seemingly skeptical question, ―Shall a child be born to a hundred-year-

old man? And shall Sarah, a ninety-year-old woman, give birth?‖ (17:17). Nevertheless, Hashem rebukes Sarah, not 

Avraham, for laughting. Why? 

 

One answer is that the reprimand is actually meant for both Sarah and Avraham. It was meant for Sarah because of 

her skepticism and for Avraham because he did not tell her about Hashem’s promise that they will soon have a son! 

The Midrash explains that Hashem only mentions Sarah in his rebuke because this is the manner of rebuking two 

people; when one is greater than the other, the person on the lower level is criticized, and the other, greater one will 

understand the reproach himself (Midrash Hagadol, Bereishit 18:13).  

 

However, Rashi, following Onkeles, notes that there is a distinction between the laughter of Avraham and Sarah, 

which would mean that the rebuke was only meant for the latter. Avraham’s laughter is character-

ized as rejoice, and Sarah’s is one of disbelief. Hence Hashem was only angry with Sarah.  
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In this week’s parsha, Hashem tells Avraham to sacrifice his son Yitzchak. This is a true test of Avraham’s faith in 

Hashem, and Avraham is prepared to carry out the command. Once Hashem realizes that Avraham’s intentions to 

serve Him are genuine, He offers Avraham the ram to sacrifice in the place of his son.  

 

Where did this ram come from? Pirkei Avot includes a list of all the miraculous items Hashem made on the final 

day of creation. Among these items is the ram that Hashem left for Avraham to sacrifice. The ram’s purpose in 

the world was to be the korban in place of Yitzchak after Avraham proved his loyalty. Just like this ram was creat-

ed for a specific purpose, so too we are all created to fulfill our specific purposes in life. The ram waited for years 

after creation in order to fulfill its role as a part of Hashem's master plan. We also should be patient as we try to 

understand and then fulfill our unique purpose in the world.   
Continued page 4 

Frohlich continued 

 

Perhaps this differentiation is based upon the different descriptions of their laughter. While in both cases the 

verb “צחק ”  is used, the pasuk says that Avraham ―threw himself upon his face‖ and then laughed- this is an act 

of outward celebration due to Avraham’s awe of Hashem’s great miracles. However, Sarah laughed “ בקרבה“  , 
within herself, implying an internal lack of faith. 

 

With this distinction in mind, we must view Yitzchak’s birth as a symbol of God’s ability to do the seemingly impos-

sible. This is clearly seen when Sarah’s initial reaction of skepticism is soon turned into one of joy and fulfillment 

later in the parsha when she names Yitzchak, exclaiming, ―God has made laughter for me; whoever hears will 

laugh for me‖ (21:6). Sarah realizes that with Hashem’s help, everything is possible. In our far from perfect world, 

it is easy to lose hope and give up on finding solutions for our issues. However, in times of doubt, we should re-

mind ourselves of Yitzchak’s birth, which is the ultimate testament to the power of blind faith and God’s ability to 

turn skepticism into pure joy.  

It’s All a Matter of Perspective 

Eli Litwin (‘18) 

Blessed for Guests 

Koby Harary (‘16) 

Throughout our lives we visit other people’s homes but we always worry that we are imposing on our hosts. With 

Avraham, that was never the case. Not only was his home always open, but he instilled the belief of Hashem in 

each one of his guests. In fact, each of our forefathers’ minds was constantly focused on Hashem and His will. 

Throughout their daily routines and problems, Hashem was always on their minds and of top priority. Avraham 

was blessed with great wealth and utilized his resources in order to spread the name of Hashem throughout the 

land.  

 

The midrash teaches us that Avraham asked Shem, ―Why did you merit Hashem keeping you alive in the teiva?‖ 

Shem replied ―for our charity.‖ What does that mean? Although there were no poor people on the teiva, there 

were still animals who needed to be cared for and constantly watched. Knowing this, Avraham concluded that if 

that was the reward for nurturing animals, imagine how much greater the reward would be for taking care of a 

human being. Having the discussion with Shem encouraged Avraham to plant an orchard in Be’er Sheva and cre-

ate four openings in his tent, one in every direction, constantly awaiting travelers in need of supplies. In addition, 

Avraham would make sure that all of his guests recited a blessing on their food. Through this small act of bless-

ings, Avraham successfully spread Hashem’s name to the people around him. 
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Litwin continued 

 

The ram also teaches us the value of perspective. When Avraham raises his hand to slaughter Yitzchak, he 

―lifts his eyes‖ and sees the ram, which he had not seen previously. He is so focused on the task at hand 

that he doesn’t realize what is right before his eyes ‒ until he looks up. Sometimes, when faced with a diffi-

cult situation, we must take a step back. Instead of getting caught up in the moment and losing hope, we 

need to look for the solution Hashem provides for us when we need it.   

 

The miracle at hand may not be the ram itself. Rather, it could be Avraham’s sudden acknowledgement of 

the ram and the consequential good fortune of his son being saved from death. A significant lesson we can 

learn from this parsha is that in order to acknowledge and appreciate Hashem’s miracles, we must be con-

scious of the miracles He performs. When one looks for miracles, even the littlest ones should be acknowl-

edged. These little miracles can also be the ones that alter a person's outlook on life and their commitment 

to Hashem.  

 

R’ Hirsch explains that the phrase ―and he raised his eyes‖ (22:13) indicates that when Avraham sacrifices 

the ram in Yitzchak’s place, he wants to commit the lives of his descendants to Hashem forever. He is set on 

dedicating his son’s life to Hashem, as seen in the phrase, "and he bound him‖ (22:9), which implies that 

Avraham himself is also bound to the will of Hashem. Even though he offers the ram instead, Avraham’s ded-

ication endures for generations, manifest in the daily korbanot that are sacrificed by his descendants in the 

Beit Hamikdash. 

Rabbi Hochman continued 

The Meshech Chochma explains that if 45  צדיקים are found in the 5 cities, then each city is only missing one 

more person to save the entire city. One person could have saved them all, and Hashem is holding the entire 

city accountable for not stepping up and ―being that one person.‖ In contrast, if only 30 or 40  צדיקים are 

found, Hashem will not ―do anything‖ because they’re not even close. Hashem can’t get angry at one individ-

ual for not stepping up and saving the day because there’s not only ―one individual‖ to blame. 

 

We see from the תורה ’s words that every person has the potential to make an impact. As the משנה in       

”במקום שאין אנשים השתדל להיות איש“ :explains (2:5) פרקי אבות   —‖In a place where there are no people, strive 

to be that person.‖ 

 

We all have the ability to make a difference. Whether it be joining in a minyan, giving someone a ride home, 

or helping someone with their homework, each of us has the ability to change the situation just by getting 

involved. Do not ever think that ―I do not matter.‖ You can make a difference and you will leave a lasting im-

pression. 

Monthly Writers  


